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rates for men and women could affect gender
gaps in wages, labor force panticipation, and a
‘hast of ather abor market outcomes (Bembhards,
Morris, and Handeock 1995). The rising pro-
portion of college-educated women relative to
‘men could alter trends in edueational assorta-
tive mating, a5 more women marry down, delay
‘marriage, or forcgo marriage altogether (Lowis
and Oppenheimer 2000}, These changes, in
turm, may have an impact on family formation
and parenting (Bianchi and Casper 2000). In
-addition to these broad social implications, the
gender gap is causing concern among college
administrators, who worry that the gender

FHMALE COLLEGE ADVANTAGE sty

cific subpopulation (e.g., low-income second-
Eencration immigranis in New York City [Lopez
20037y In contrast, this is the fiest study o
assess beoadly the causes of the growing female
advantage in college completion with national-
ly representative data for the United States.
Additionally, it pays careful attention to how the
female-favorable trend varies for different social
origin and racial groups.

In a recent paper {DiPrete and Buchmann
20045, we shoroy that the value of college com-
pletion in terms of its combined impact on labor
marke? carnings, marriage, houschold standard
of living, and insurance against income depri-
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